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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 
1.98. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 
However, copies of the listed U.S. patents are not enclosed since it is no longer required. 

The documents are being submitted within three (3) months of the filing or entry of 
the national stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever 
is later. Since these documents are being filed within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b), no fee or statement is required. 

Several of the documents are not in English. The following remarks are offered with 
respect to the non-English documents. 

JP 58-042602A is in Japanese. An English-language Abstract is provided. This 
document is mentioned in the specification. 

JP 63-068026A is in Japanese. A partial translation (title and first claim) is provided. 
This document is mentioned in the specification. 

JP 64-051 028A is in Japanese. An English-language Abstract is provided. This 
document is mentioned in the specification. 

JP 62-273283A is in Japanese. An English-language Abstract is provided. This 
document is mentioned in the specification. 
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JP 2000-1 39208A is in Japanese. An English-language Abstract is provided and 
corresponding U. S. Patent No. 6,615,539 is also cited. This document is mentioned in the 
specification. 

JP 06-000370A is in Japanese. An English-language Abstract is provided. This 
document is mentioned in the specification. 

To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It 
is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 
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KAWASHIMA, KAZUO et aL, "Influences on the early growth of vegetables by a super absorbent with cross- 
linked forms of polyacrylate" , 1984, pp 7-8, 31(1), Sakyu-Kenkyu, JP (English translation attached) 




TAKAKURA, TADASHI, "Growth of Plants and Environment' , Plant Nutrition Edition, 2003, pp 162-163, 1, 
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